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Fisher Brothers

2950 S. Rancho Drive, Suite 204
Las Vegas, NV 89102

P: 702-899-3037

gl

July 29, 2024

Mayor Carolyn Goodman
Mayor Pro Tem Brian Knudsen
City of Las Vegas

495 South Main Street

Las Vegas, Nevada 89101

Re: Copper Theft and Public Safety Issues Surrounding Metal Recycling Facilities

Dear Mayor Goodman and Mayor Pro Tem Knudsen,

Thank you both for your efforts to develop commonsense reforms to combat the increasingly dangerous
and costly issue of copper theft and associated crimes in the Las Vegas valley. As you are aware, this
criminal activity is largely concentrated in areas surrounding metal recycling facilities, where illegally
obtained copper and other materials are sold. We have experienced the financial and public safety
effects of these crimes firsthand which have also strained government services and created an
environment where crimes of opportunity flourish despite best efforts of law enforcement.

In addition to the documented copper theft from city light poles, businesses like ours are also
experiencing theft of copper installed in buildings and other recyclable material on a regular basis. As
we work to enhance the economy and quality of life in Las Vegas by creating unique immersive and
experiential attractions for both locals and visitors, these crimes are particularly harmful. We sincerely
appreciate and fully support your ongoing efforts to identify the source of this illegal activity and
establish commonsense solutions to the growing problem.

It is our understanding that the recycling industry has expressed an apparent burden in ensuring they do
not purchase stolen goods and in vetting potential sellers as legitimate purveyors of legally obtained
materials. We further understand that a recycling center denying entry to anyone who might be selling
stolen goods or who might have a criminal background may pose a threat to employees. While these
concerns might warrant some consideration, we do not believe they supersede implementing
commonsense reforms or justify fostering an underground market for stolen copper and other materials
at great expense to the local business community and taxpayers, in addition to creating a significant
public safety risk.

To support our position, | respectfully submit the attached materials which contain photographs of the
environment within our property and on neighboring public streets as well as a list of contact with law
enforcement to combat these crimes.

I . Submitted At
Dote 8/19/3 tiem 116 Datre:8lalz4 1rems

By Tony Caleste By: Tony cereste



Without reservation, we stand in support of your proposed ordinance to remedy this situation. We
commend your stance on this issue and remain available to discuss the matter further at your
convenience.

Sincerely,

Hot

Kyle Sutherland
Fisher Brothers
Director of Development



PROPERTY/ ADDRESS

SAMPLE OF INCIDENTS REPORTED TO LAW ENFORCEMENT

DESCRIPTION OF INCIDENT

3/6/23

Palms North/ 2901-2919 Meade
Ave

The locks to the gates and all utility rooms had
been cut. All electrical meters and wiring ripped
off the exterior of the buildings leaving no power.
HVAC units on roof torn apart. Walkie talkies and
needles were also found on the roof.

3/30/23

Kelesis Builing/ 2880A Meade
Ave

Someone broke into building, broke off plastic
water line cap and flooded the entire first floor.

4/1/23

Kraft Building/ 2900 Meade
Ave

Someone broke a water line in the irrigation
causing water to flood the parking lot.

4/7/23

Mevyers Building/ 2950 S.
Rancho Dr

Break in occurred and caused broken water line
upstairs that caused water to flood the upstairs
and downstairs.

4/26/23

Kelesis Building/ 2882 Meade
Ave

Vagrants broke into the back warehouse of 2882
and ripped out part of the electrical lines to steal
the copper, back door was also removed.

4/24/23

Meyers Building/ 2950 S.
Rancho Dr

Kicked in glass doors to suite 201, glass shattered.
Two days later after boarding up the door they
came back and kicked in the wood opening up
the shattered doors again.

4/30/23

Kelesis Building/ 2880B
Meade Ave

Front glass doors shatter after a rock thrown
through it. Come to find out they stole a number
of items from the tenant including 2 Flat screen
TV's, Epson Over head projector, 12 kids bikes, f
Phone charger, a pair of brand-new Nike sneakers [
and a safe/lockbox with a keycard in it to the
tenant space

5N1/23

Palace Warehouse/ 2800 S.
Rancho Dr

All the electrical conduit to the south billboard
removed causing the billboard lights to be non-
operational.

5/3/23

Kelesis Building/ 2882 Meade
Ave

Break in occurred, removing the water heater in
the warehouse causing a broken water line to
flood the warehouse and the back offices. They
also started pulling all the electrical conduit from
inside the suite,




SAMPLE OF INCIDENTS REPORTED TO LAW ENFORCEMENT

PROPERTY/ ADDRESS DESCRIPTION OF INCIDENT
Break into the exterior main electrical panel and
Kelesis Building/ 28808 fire rogm, thgy ripped out all of the electrical
5/16/23 Meae Aie conduit causing no power to run to the property
anymore. The pump station is also non-operable
due to no power
5/21/23 Kraft Building/ 2900 Meade Some of the front panels to a couple HVAC units
Ave were off and appeared to be tampered with.
5/22/23 Humphreys Building/ 2900 S. | Arock was thrown through a double pane
Rancho Dr window on the NW side of the building.
Meyers Building/ 2950 S. Two of the front glass doors were busted out to
5/23/23
Rancho Dr ste 102 &105,
Palace Warehouse/ 2800 S.
5/24/23 © Rznc}’?:SDr/ Burglar alarm triggered
. - A subject found inside Masco building stairway.
I Build 880 Mead .
5/28/23 et El 2\% a €89 | Maintenance stated that subject was stripping
cables from building.
A lock on the door to our utility room had been
cut. The perpetrator chained the door shut and
locked himselfin the utility room. He was next
6/2/23 Palrms ¥ 29a6\? (;2972 Mezgte going to access our roof to steal other metal and
our HVAC units. He shut the disconnect switch off
and was about to steal electric switches and
conduits when we came upon him.
Meyers Building/ 2950 S A man broke into one of the suites in the meyers
eyers : -
6/8/23 Py sfioe: Lo building
through the already boarded up doors.
Meyers Building/ 2950 S Vandalized building, someone broke out multiple
eyers Building . -
6/25/23 Rancho Dr glass fr.ont doors and attempted to take electrical
conduit,
6/30/23 Homeless Encampments Reported to Marshals, city and county on 6/30/23
7/5/23 Homeless Encampments Reported to Marshals, city and county on 7/5/23
7N9/23 Homeless Encampments Reported to Marshals, city and county on 7/19/23
7/20/23 Homeless Encampments Reported to marshal on 7/20/23
7/21/23 Homeless Encampments Reported to marshal on 7/21/23
7/25/23 Homeless Encampments Reported to marshal on 7/25/23
7/28/23 Homeless Encampments Reported to marshal on 7/28/23
7/31/23 Homeless Encampments Reported to Marshal on 7/31/23




SAMPLE OF INCIDENTS REPORTED TO LAW ENFORCEMENT

PROPERTY/ ADDRESS

DESCRIPTION OF INCIDENT

8/3/23 Homeless Encampments Reported to marshal on 8/3/23

8/7/23 Homeless Encampments Reported to marshal on 8/7/23

8/9/23 Homeless Encampments Reported to marshal on 8/9/23

8/16/23 Homeless Encampments Reported to marshal on 8/16/23

8/21/23 Homeless Encampments Reported to marshal on 8/21/23

8/30/23 Homeless Encampments Reported to marshal on 8/30/2023

9/6/23 Homeless Encampments Reported to marshal on 9/6/23

9/M/23 Homeless Encampments Reported to Marshal on 9/11/23

9N14/23 Homeless Encampments Reported to marshal on 9/14/23

10/4/23 Homeless Encampments Reported to Marshal on 10/4/23
10/18/23 Homeless Encampments Reported to marshal on 10/18/23
10/20/23 Homeless Encampments Reported to marshal on 10/20/23
10/27/23 Homeless Encampments Reported to marshal on 10/27/23
12/5/23 Palace Warehouse iriiilralriwgz téw;ﬂt;ﬁlding through the front building
12/6/23 Homeless Encampments Reported to marshal on 12/6/23

12/6/23 PelEgy ersRIBak#]ilccﬂg%/r29SO e Break in through boarded up door
12/13/23 M ersRE;‘L::!:céjggE)/r29SO S. Break in through boarded up door

1/3/24 Palace Warehouse Electrical Vandalism

N17/24 Homeless Encampments Reported to Marshal on 117/24

119/24 Homeless Encampments Reported to Marshal on 1/19/24

1/29/24 Homeless Encampments Reported to marshal on 1/29/24

2/14/24 Homeless Encampments Reported to marshal on 2/14/24

3/20/24 Homeless Encampments Reported to marshal on 3/20/24

524 Homeless Encampments Reported to marshal on 5/1/24

5/7/24 Homeless Encampments Reported to marshal on 5/7/24

5/7/24 Palace Warehouse HVAC Cage Vandalism - stripped wiring
5/15/24 Homeless Encampments Reported to marshal 5/15/24

5/28/24 Meyers BUlldingl 23808, | wrlafism of switch gear behird bulldirg

Rancho Dr

N7/24-7h9/24

2950 Sirius Drive

On three separate days, multiple individuals
trespassed onto private property on an active
construction site and entered a building.
Individuals also seen looking into employee
vehicles.




COMMUNITY & PROPERTY PHOTOS




COMMUNITY & PROPERTY PHOTOS
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From: To:7023824803 08/20/2024 16:48 #022 P.OO02

~~ SOUTHERN NEVADA -

HOME BUILDERS
AN GIATIRR

v P OARRE WIS FEL ONGLLLARE, ~mmeie

August 15, 2024

City of Las Vegas
495 S. Main St.
Las Vegas, NV 89101

Re: Southern Nevada Home Builders Association (SNHBA) supports Bill No. 2024-22: An
ordinance of the City Council of the City of Las Vegas which adopts prohibitions and limitations
regarding the purchase of scrap metal, consistent with and supplementary to State law.

Mayor, City Council, and Staff:

SNHBA is in support of the ordinance and appreciates the efforts by the City of Las Vegas to make it
more difficult to sell scrap metal by requiring written evidence identifying the seller and requiring the
payment of scrap metal be made by check or electronic transfer of money 10 days afier the transaction.

However, SNHBA strongly encourages expanding the definition of “scrap metal” to include “12-gauge
and 14-gauge Romex.” This would benefit the home builders as it would encompass the more common
kind of scrap metal being stolen and recycled from home building sites throughout the valley.

The theft of metal construction materials from home building sites impacts our ability to control the cost
of new housing. The metal construction thefts result in the cost of replacing the stolen goods and the cost
associated with securing our sites, which often is not enough to detour criminals.

In addition to adding to the cost of new housing, the metal construction thefts also result in a strain on
emergency services as law enforcement and, in some cases, medical services are needed for homebuilder

employees in the aftermath.

Broadening the definition of scrap metal will enhance public safety, help control the cost of building new
homes, remove the incentive of stealing from construction sites, and help the consumer overall who

ultimately bears the costs of these types of thefts.

Thank you in advance for your consideration.

’r

Sincerel
p

/" Tina Brids, CEO
Southern Nevada Home Builders Association

Submitied after final agenda
item 40
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SNHBA Letter of Support for Bill No. 2024-22- Agenda Item #46
Las Vegas City Council- 8-21-24




