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42. Bill No. 2024-41 - For possible action - Amends Title 2 of the Las Vegas Municipal Code by adding Chapter 2.67
to establish the Animal Advisory Committee. Sponsored by: Councilwoman Victoria Seaman
 

Minutes:
STEPHANI LOFFREDO, REGINA HARMAN, RON MURRAY, KATHLEEN WEATHERSPOON, DEBRA
MITCHELL, ANNOULA WYLDERICH, DR. KAREN LAYNE, JOSE GARCIA, OFFICER CHRISTOPHER
REULAS-WOODS, PATRICIA REID, TRACY PAZ, BAILEE BOB SVEEN, JILL LUTTINEN, MARIOLA
LETOWSKA, and MELANIE SHAYNE expressed support for establishing the Animal Advisory Committee
(Committee) to support animals in crisis, the City of Las Vegas, animal shelters, and rescues. MS. WYLDERICH
felt the advisory group should be multi-jurisdictional with the priority focus of establishing clear objectives and
implementing solutions. MR. GARCIA wanted to Chair the Committee. MS. PAZ used the overhead to display
photos of animals that were scheduled for euthanasia that morning.

COUNCILWOMAN SEAMAN thanked everyone for speaking on behalf of the animals and reported that CHIEF
JASON POTTS, Department of Public Safety Director, was fine with the Committee. She acknowledged that her
colleagues may prefer a multi-jurisdictional advisory committee, but she felt that the city was in crisis. She
encouraged supporters of the Committee to not give up if the bill was not adopted. 

COUNCILWOMAN DIAZ expressed concern regarding the narrative that the City Council does not care about
animals. She stated that they had adopted eight ordinances in advocacy and in concert with the community,
noting that the adoption of any ordinance requires the entire Council’s approval. She disclosed that she had an
open mind but felt the proposal was incomplete. She believed this was a Southern Nevada issue, since the
issues do not lie solely within the city of Las Vegas. Similarly to the unhoused population not understanding
jurisdictional boundaries, she said stray animals do not either. Further, the Councilwoman acknowledged that the
City relies on the work of animal rescues and shelters, which she thanked for their efforts.

MAYOR BERKLEY appreciated everyone for attending on multiple occasions to speak on behalf of the animals.
She disclosed that her only motivation at this point in her career was to do what is in the best interest for the
people of Las Vegas. She agreed with COUNCILWOMAN DIAZ and felt they needed to take a regional approach
to this crisis. She had spoken with Clark County Commissioners, City of North Las Vegas Councilmembers, and
the Mayor of Henderson, noting that they were anxious to work together. The Mayor referenced an ordinance
that was passed by Clark County to ban pet shops. She explained that before the ordinance was passed there
were two pet shops within the city of Las Vegas and now there are 10 to 12, noting that working collectively
would have solved the issue rather than moving it to a different jurisdiction. She felt they should work directly
with veterinarians and those that manage animal rescues and shelters in Southern Nevada. Additionally, she
believed they must find a way to encourage veterinarians to settle in Las Vegas to assist with spaying, neutering,
and microchipping efforts. MAYOR BERKLEY encouraged those who have solutions to contact their
Councilmember or her office, stating that she would continue her efforts to form a multi-jurisdictional Committee.



See Item 8 for related discussion.
 

Motion made by Brian Knudsen to Deny

NOTE: An initial motion by Councilwoman Seaman to Approve Failed with Mayor Berkley and Councilmembers
Knudsen, Diaz, Allen-Palenske, Summers-Armstrong, and Brune voting No.
 

Passed For: 6; Against: 1; Abstain: 0; Did Not Vote: 0; Excused: 0
 

For-Nancy Brune, Olivia Diaz, Shelley Berkley, Brian Knudsen, Francis Allen-Palenske, Shondra Summers-
Armstrong; Against-Victoria Seaman;
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DEPARTMENT: City Attorney DISCUSSION
DIRECTOR: Jeff Dorocak

SUBJECT:
RECOMMENDING COMMITTEE: BILLS ELIGIBLE FOR ADOPTION AT THIS MEETING

Bill No. 2024-41 - For possible action - Amends Title 2 of the Las Vegas Municipal Code by 
adding Chapter 2.67 to establish the Animal Advisory Committee. Sponsored by: Councilwoman 
Victoria Seaman

FISCAL IMPACT:
None

PURPOSE/BACKGROUND:
This bill will amend Title 2 of the Las Vegas Municipal Code by adding Chapter 2.67 to establish 
the Animal Advisory Committee. The purpose of the Committee is to serve as an advisory body 
to the City Council with respect to animal-related issues, policies, and practices.

RECOMMENDATION:
FORWARDED to the February 19, 2025 City Council Meeting with a recommendation of Do Not 
Pass pursuant to the February 3, 2025 Recommending Committee Meeting

First Reading – 12/4/2024 First Publication – 2/6/2025

BACKUP DOCUMENTATION:
1. Bill No. 2024-41
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